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ISAIAH XXVI. 9. 


Wurd THY JUDGEMENTS ARE IN THE EARTH, 


THE INHABITANTS OF THE WORLD WILL 


LEARN RIGH TEOUSNESS. 


I N that part of Ifaiah's Prophecy, which is com- 


prehended between the thirteenth and twenty- 
third chapters, incluſively, the fate of ſeveral cities 


and countries is denounced. Stationed for the pur- 


poſe, by divine command, in his watch-tower on 


mount Sion, and from thence caſting his eye over the 


different ſtates and empires in that part of the globe, 


the prophet 1s made to behold, in viſion, the judge- 
ments of the Almighty prepared for them. He ſees 


tie mighty tempeſt failing, in an awful manner, 
around the horizon, and falling ſucceſſively, as the 


tranſgreſſions of each called it down, on Babylon, 


Philiſtia, Moab, Damaſcus, Egypt, and Tyre. At 


length, as there is no reſpect of perſons with God, 
he perceives the ſtorm approaching Judea itſelf, and 
Os 9 ä the 
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the whole weight of the divine diſpleaſure impending 
on the choſen people, for their wickedneſs and apoſ- 
tacy. The deſolation induced thereby on the holy 
land makes the ſubject of the twenty- fourth chapter, | 
where it is deſcribed with a ſublimity of ſentiment 
and expreſſion peculiar to the Sacred Writings. There 
is no need to detain you by a minute enquiry into 
the particular period ſuppoſed to be intended. Iſaiah, 

as his learned tranſlator and expoſitor has very juſtly 
oblerved, chiefly employs general images; ſuch as 
ſet forth the greatneſs and univerſality of the ruin 
that was to be brought upon the country by theſe great 
revolutions, involving all orders and-degrees of men, 
changing entirely the face of things, and deſtroying 
the whole polity both religious and civil; yet with 
intimations of a remnant to be faved; and a reſtora- | 
tion to be at length effected, by a glorious eſtabliſh 
ment of the kingdom of God. Having thus viewed 
this extenſive and intereſting ſcene in all it's parts and 
all it's confequences, he breaks forth, in the twenty- 
fifth chapter, into a ſong of praiſe, in which his 
mind ſeems to be more poſſeſſed with the proſpect of 
future mercies, than with the recollection of the paſt. 

The heavenly ſtrain is reſumed in the twenty- firth 
chapter. from whence the text is taken. 


A CHORUS 
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1 
A cnoRvs of the faithful is introduced, aſcribing 
to God the glory of protecting them from their ene- 
mies; We have a ſtrong city; falvation ſhall he 
« eftabliſh for walls and bulwarks. A proceſſion is 
ſeen, advancing towards 'the 'temple, of ſuch whoſe 
| fidelity had been experienced in the day of public 
calamity ; and the miniſters there attending are com- 
manded to give them an entrance into thoſe ſacred 
manſions of reſt and peace. Open ye the gates, 
“ and let the righteous nation enter; conftant in the 
e truth, ſtayed in mind, thou ſhalt preſerve them 
« in perpetual peace, becauſe they have truſted in 
© thee.” From this example, an exhortation is ad- 
dreſſed" to the weak and the wavering, the timid and 
deſponding, to repoſe their confidence in Him, who 
can bruiſe the ſtrongeſt enemy under the feet of his 
people; © Truſt ye in Jehovah for ever; for in the 
«Lord Jehovah is never failing protection. For he 
c hath humbled thoſe that dwell on high; the lofty 
« city he hath brought her down : he hath brought 
« her down to the ground, he hath levelled her with 
ee. the duſt. The foot ſhall trample upon her; the 
« feet of the poor, the eps of the needy.” A queſ- 3 
tion might be aſked, why the good ſhould ſuffer with 
the bad? Anſwer is returned, that nothing can befall 
them, which is not proportioned to their caſe, and 
A 2 a calcu- 


( 4 ] 
calculated for their final benefit; * The way of the 
«« righteous is perfectly ſtrait ; thou moſt exactly le- 
«« veleſt the path of the righteous *.” The confeſ- 
| ſors, thus perſuaded of the wiſdom and equity of 
| God's proceedings, go on to deſcribe in what manner 
and with what affections they received his chaſtiſe- 
ments, paſſing the calm and filent hours of the night, 
and the dawn of the morning, in deyout meditation 
and prayer, and waiting patiently till the divine 
judgements ſhould produce their proper effect, in 
reclaiming and reforming thoſe who were the objects 
of them : „Even in the way of thy laws, O Je- 
„ hovah, we have placed our confidence in thy 
e name; and in the remembrance of thee is the de- 
*« fire of our ſoul. With my ſoul have I defired 
„ thee in the night; yea, with my inmoſt ſpirit in 
the morn have I ſought thee. For when thy 
” judgements are in the earth, the inhabitants of 
the world learn righteouſneſs *, " 
SGi vx me leave to offer a few reflections, ſuitable 
to the preſent occaſion, on the Teacher, the School, 
See ViTRINGA. bl 


The preceding citations are made from the Biſhop of London's 
tranſlation, as expreſſing the ſenſe of the original with * force and 


preciſion. 
and 


„ 
and the Leſſon. The Teacher is Gop; the School, 
that of AFFLICTION; the Leſſon, R1GHTEOUSNESS. 
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1 Wu rx from theſe happy and ſequeſtered ſeats 


we look abroad, and acquaint ourſelves with what is 


now paſſing around us, a real ſcene preſents itſelf, 
reſembling that viſionary one exhibited to Ifaiah. 


The rage of man ſeems to be contending with that 
of the winds and waves, which ſhall produce the 
greateſt degree of miſery upon the earth: we hear the 
wailings of afflicted iſlands, and the cries of nations 
in diſtreſs. Aghaſt, amidſt ſo much havoc and de- 
vaſtation, the mind ſhrinks back upon itſelf, and aſks, 


_ anxiouſly aſks, from whence proceeds ſuch variety of 
wretchedneſs? Whoſe hand impoſes this load of 
woe upon the human race? We muſt reply, in 


the prophetical language, it is © the burden of the 
« Lord,” who governs the world which he created. 


Tre primary defign of theſe ſolemnities is te 
direct our thoughts, amidſt the changes of this mortal 


life, to the ſuperintending Providence of Him, who 


ordereth all things aright in heaven and earth. Deſ- 


titute of this inſtructive and comfortable conſidera- 


tion, we might ſuppoſe the univerſe to be under the 


uncontrollable influence of fiends and furies, ſport- 


ing 
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ing themſelves with the calamities of mankind; or 
we might deify chance, committing the affairs of it to 
the blindeſt of guides, inſtead of that one all- power- 
ful divine intelligence, which in the ſame undivided 
inſtant both ſees and hears all things. We might 
imagine worlds to have been propagated in ſucceſſion, 
like vegetables, whoſe ſeed is in themſelves; or, like 
animals, 45 Oo. We might fancy the evil princi- 
ple to have been coeternal with, and independent on 
the good one. We might argue from the attributes 
of God againſt the reality of evil, or from the pre- 
valence of evil againſt the exiſtence of God. 


Bu r the fact is, we cannot reaſonably doubt the 
exiſtence of either. For the exiſtence of God, the 
argument from the effect to the cauſe, or from the 


© © In like manner as a tree ſheds it's ſeed into the neighbouring fields, 
«* and produces other trees; ſo the great vegetable, the world, or this 
* planetary ſyſtem, produces within itſelf certain ſeeds, which being ſcat- 
<* tered into the ſurrounding; chaos, vegetate into new worlds. A comet, 
* for inſtance, is the ſeed of a world; and after it has been fully ripened, 
<« by paſſing from ſun to fun, and ſtar to ſtar, it is at laſt toſſed into the 
_ © unformed elements which every where ſurround this univerſe, and im- 


“ mediately ſprouts up into a new ſyſtem,—Or if, for the ſake of variety 


« (for I ſee no other advantage) we ſhould ſuppoſe this world to be an 
animal; a comet is the-egg/of this animal: and in hke manner as an 
* oftrich Jays it's egg in the ſand, which, without any farther care, 
« hatches the egg, and produces a new animal; ſo . Dialogue? 
concerning Natural Religion, p. l 32. 


Work 


11 
work to the workmaſter, though much labour has 
been employed in a poſthumous volume to perplex 


and confound it, ſtands firm and irrefragable; nor 


can the incompetence of the human underſtanding 


(limited as it is in it's views of created nature) to 
judge of the uſe and expedience of ſome of the 
parts, ever be admitted by us, while we continue in 


our ſenſes, as a f proof that God did not make the 
whole. Eternal reaſon, ſurely, ſpoke by the mouth 
of the apoſtle, when he ſaid, 4 Every houſe is 
5 builded by ſome man; but he that built all things 
„ is God. When we ſee an edifice, calculated to 


anſwer various purpoſes, and carrying in it all the 
marks of thought and deſign, we know it could not 


have built itſelf. The ſenſeleſs materials could never 


have prepared and arranged themſelves in ſuch order. 


The timber could not have moved, cut and ſquared, 
out of the foreſt; nor could the marble have advan- 
ced to meet it, hewn and poliſhed, from the quarry. 
We conelude therefore that the houſe muſt have had 
a builder: and we apply the argument, a fortiori, to 


the caſe of the world, and it's Maker, God; the 


marks of thought and deſign being here infinitely 


more and greater. Tully ſcruples not to aſſert, that 


he who denies his aſſent to it does not deſerve the 


# Heb. 111. 4. 
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name of a man. Yet, in this learned and intelligent 
age, have we ſeen a writer, who deemed himſelf the 
deliverer of mankind from the bondage of ſuperſti- 
tion, and the light of the nations, endeavouring to 


doubt and diſpute it away, by an application of the 
favourite topic, ſo thoroughly baffled, ſome years 


ago, in the caſe of miracles. © Will any man (ſays 
© he) tell me, with a ſerious countenance, that an 
« orderly Univerſe muſt ariſe from ſome 4 
« and art like the human, becauſe we have expe- 
& rjence of it? To aſcertain this reaſoning, it were | 
6 Gn that we had experience of the origin of 


* 


* 


„ worlds. His own words are cited, becauſe 
otherwiſe you could hardly perhaps have imagined it 
poſſible, that a philoſopher ſhould argue, with a 


« ſerious countenance,” againſt creation, from the 


circumſtance of his not having been preſent when it 
was effected, and becauſe it is an event which does 


not happen every day. We are not to be induced, by 
—_ reaſoning, to queſtion the exiſtence of God. 


As little can we queſtion the exiſtence of evil. 
For why are we afſembled in this place, at this 
time? Alas, we hear of it, we ſee it, we feel it, 


daily and hourly. But as the deiſt will not believe 


* Dialogues concerning Natural Religion, p. 65. 
| | in 


in the Scriptures, ſo the atheiſt will not believe in 
the being of a God, till every difficulty can be ſolved 


—  Verily, then, each muſt die in his unbelief. They 


ſhould believe, upon ſufficient evidence, and truſt 
their Maker for the reſt. The atheiſt cannot recon- 
cile the notion of a God with the exiſtence of evil. 


But there is ſufficient evidence for the exiſtence of 
both. Here let us reſt. God had his reaſons for 


permitting evil, or he would not have permitted it. 
If he hath been pleaſed to diſcover them in his word, 
or if we can diſcover them by a view of things 
compared with that word, it is well. If not, ſtill, 


reaſons there are; and what we cannot know now, 


we ſhall know hereafter. In the mean time, let it 
be repeated— God had his reaſons for permitting 
evil; otherwiſe, he would not have permitted it— 
The whole compaſs of ſcience does not furniſh a 


ſounder concluſion, reſting. on more ſubſtantial pre- 


miſes. Here fix your foot, and you ſweep away at a 
ſtroke all the flimſy ſophiſms fabricated in the ſchool 
of Epicurus, to entangle and diſtreſs you on his part 
of the ſubjet—Noz in all our ſufferings, national 
as well as perſonal, whether proceeding from our 
enemies, from the elements, or from ourſelves, we 


are to acknowlege the hand of heaven. The whole 
tenor of Scripture addreſſeth A community, upon 


B ſuch 


rr eee 


| 
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ſuch an occaſion, as our church doth an zndivideal, 
labouring under diſeaſe and infirmity. * Know this, 
that Almighty God is the Lord of life and death, 
„and of all things to them pertaining, as youth, 
«« ſtrength, health, age, weakneſs, or ſickneſs. Where- 
. fore; whatſoever your fickneſs is, know you cer- 
<« tainly, that it is God's viſitation.” Philoſophy 
 ſhews us, there are ſecond cauſes, phyſical and moral ; 
and the more philoſophy can explain of their na- 
ture, properties, and manner of agency, the better; 
| ſucceſs attend her iabours ! But religion affures us, 
that as they exift by the power, ſo they act under 
the direction and controul of the Firſt. 


War, then, often find we in ourſelves (for we 
often do find in ourſelves) a certain ſhyneſs and back- 
wardnefs in making this acknowlegement ? There is 
a vulgar and canting way of making it, which is diſ- 
guſting enough, and incurs the ſuſpicion of hypo- 
criſy; but ſtill, in ſobriety and ſeriouſneſs, upon 
proper occaſions, it ought to be made. Is there not 
a deficiency of faith in the caſe ? „Ve have heard 
« of the patience of Job:“ confider likewiſe the ope- 
ration of his faith, The Sabeans and Chaldeans de- 
_ ſpoil him of part of his property; the lightening 

conſumes more of i it; and an hurricane from the wil- 
derneſs 
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derneſs buries his children under the ruins of the | 
houſe, where they were feaſting together. But what | 
ſays he? He mentions none of them“ The Lov | 

| 


CALLS 


&« pave, and the LoRD hath taken away. 


THERE may be another reaſon. To acknowlege 

puniſhment, is to confeſs guilt. In owning the 
judgements of God to be upon us, we own that we 
have made him our enemy ; and as the reflection is 
diſagreeable, we fondly endeavour to perſuade our- 

| ſelves, that our ſufferings are owing to ſome other 
cauſe—to any other cauſe. But the juſt and prudent - 
inference ſhould run thus. Have we made him our 
enemy? Let us loſe no time in making him our 
friend; ſince, when we are rolling onward to the 
brink of the precipice, our fall will not be prevented 
by ſhutting our eyes. Let us add to our faith humi- 
lity, and honeſtly confeſs ourſelves to m—— God 
knows we are. 1 leads us to the 
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II- l namely, the School in 
which Cod is teaching us, that of Arp LIC ION. 


Bur why the School of Affliction ? Is there nv 
other School, in which we may be taught? Does 
\ Job 1. 21, . 


B 2 
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God delight in the ſufferings of men ? Certainly, 
not. We have his own gracious word to aſſure us, 

that he does not afflict willingly :. He proceeds 

to do it, like a tender and affectionate parent, with 

reluctance. How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim ? 

„% How thall I deliver thee, Iſrael? How halt I 

« make thee as Admah ? How ſhall I ſet thee as 

« Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned within me, my re- 

«« pentings are kindled together. — Can the force 

of words. go. farther ? 


THER is another School, in which we once were 
placed, under the tuition of mercy, and drawn by 
the cords of a man, that the goodne/5. of God might 
lead us to. repentance. But if proſperity, does not 
encourage us to be virtuous, adverſity muſt compel 
us to be ſo. If we become not ſenſible. of heaven's 
bleſſings by the enjoyment of them, we muſt be 
made ſenſible by the loſs. Fooliſhneſs is ſometimes 
bound in the heart of a nation, as well as that of a 
child, and the rod of correction muſt drive it out“. 
i« Miſery: and fin (ſays a great writer of the preſent 
« age) were produced together. The depravation 
« of human will was followed by a diſorder of the 
% harmony of nature; and by that Providence, 


Lam, 111. 33. > Hoſ. xi. 8. 3 Prov. XXL1, 15. 
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e which often places antidotes in the neighbourhood 


“ of poiſons, vice was checked by miſery, leſt it 


* ſhould ſwell to univerſal and unlimited dominion.” 
In a word, phyſical evil was ordained to be the pu- 
| niſhment of moral. 


Bur this puniſhment is ſeldom inflicted, without 
previous notice. Watchmen are generally ſent to 
ſound an alarm, and faithful witneſſes are raiſed up, 


by their writings and by their conduct to bear their 
teſtimony. Indeed, the Word of God is a ſtanding 


admonition to ages and generations, not only by pre- 
cepts, threats, and promiſes, inſtructing, rebuking, 


and exhorting, but in the hiſtorical and prophetical 


parts of it exhibiting a variety of caſes and prece- 
dents, among which any nation, at any period of it's 
exiſtence, may, upon ſearching, meet with one ap- 
plicable to it's own ſtate. So that whatever calamity 
befalls us, the Holy Book, if we will but look into 
it, may be found reproving us, as St. Paul reproved 


the mariners in the ſhip; © Sirs, ye ſhould have 


c hearkened to me, and ye would not have ſuffered 
te this harm and loſs *.“ 175 is, 


Iux firſt- chaſtiſements are of a mild and gentle 


Ats xXy4l. 21, 
nature, 
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nature, as it were whiſpering repentance and refor- 
mation in our ears. To generous and well-nurtured 
ſpirits the lighteſt appearances of diſpleaſure are ſuf- 
ficient. When the heart is hardened, more rigorous 
meaſures muſt be taken, and heavier puniſhments 
brought forward. Majeſtic, and tremendous, God 
ariſes to judgement. The ſound of his thunder is 
heard at a diſtance, and all the prognoſtics ou of 
an approaching ſtorm. 


| Divine juſtice, though ſure, is flow ; and now, 
as of old, the long-ſuffering of God waits with ſo 
much patience and forbearance, that as in the life 
of man there is a certain part, when, for ſome years 
together, perceiving little or no alteration in himſelf 
and thoſe about him, he almoſt diſbelieves, at leaſt he 
ſeems willing to forget, that he ſhall grow old and 
die; ſo by the firm eſtabliſhment and long ſub- 
fiſtence of a nation, remaining nearly the ſame, 
through the repeated viciſſitudes of peace and war, 
we are tempted to exclaim, Where is the threat of 
« his coming? For all things continue as they 
„were. But let us not ſo deceive ourſelves. The 
nation, as well as the man, is verging apace to that 
period of life, which is to be labour and ſorrow : 


, 2 Pet. III. 4. 
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the motion, however gradual and imperceptible for 
ſome time, will be dreadfully accelerated in it's latter 
ſtages ; and perhaps, after inceſſant warnings and ad- 

monitions, the grim ſpectre will ſuddenly appear in 

all his terrors, at an hour when we look not for him. 


—— LY 
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IN cheſe particular judgements, as in that laſt and 
general one, God hath appointed a day®.” And 
although he hath reſerved ſuch appointments in his 
own power, yet are there ſymptoms of the diſorder 

| coming to a criſis, certain © ſigns of the times,” by 
which they who are converſant in the Scriptures, 


r PP — 1 


and the hiſtory of declining empires, may form | 
ſhrewd conjectures, partly from the moral, and partly | 
from the political fituation of a people. | 
NATIONAL, like perſonal depravity, is progreſ- — Y 

| 


ts and, at a ſtated time, attains to maturity—in 
the language of Holy Writ, it is FULL ; when a 
voice iſſues from the throne, Put in the fickle, for 
the harveſt i is ripe ; the wickedneſs i is great as 


Tus vickedoals'es. a country may be ſtyled great, 
when it has aboliſhed the old, virtuous, manly, na- 
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tional character, and introduced one of an oppoſite | 
* Acts XV11, 31. n Joel 111, 123. ; 
complexion, | 

| 
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E 
complexion, having eſtabliſhed it's dominion by 
faſhion, and ruling with an high hand over all orders 
and degrees, no longer ſubje& to fear or ſhame, but 
becoming matter to itſelf either of glory, or of mirth; 
trampling under foot, and ſpurning at the very name 
of that diſcipline, which ſhould check and reform 
it; according to thoſe moſt ſignificant and ever me- 
morable. words of the Roman hiſtorian, containing 
in them the ſubſtance of a volume. Ad illa mihi 
« ſe quiſque acriter intendat animum, quæ vita, qui 
* mores fuerint : per quos viros, quibuſque artibus, 
« et partum et auctum imperium fit. Labente deinde 
, paullatim diſciplina, velut deſidentes primo mores 
e ſequatur animo : deinde ut magis magiſque lapſi 
« ſint; tum ire cœperint præcipites; donec ad hæc 
* tempora, quibus nec viTIA noſtra, nec REMEDIA | 
« pati poſſumus, perventum eſt *.”. 1 5 


* 


Wren diſſipation and immorality reign triumphant 
in a Chriſtian country, they will ſoon diſcard thoſe 
principles by which they feel themſelves condemned, 
and adopt the ſyſtem of infidelity. Revelation, after 
having been for a while * holden captive in un- 
e righteouſneſs , diſarmed and diſabled by here- 
tical and falſe gloſſes, will at length be openly de- 
: Liv. Præfat. „ Rom. 1, 18, 

nied 


ä 


nied and rejected like Him who dared to thwart 
the pleaſures of Herodias—firſt impriſoned, and then 
beheaded. 


Joszenvs gives the following account of his un- 
happy countrymen, at the time immediately pre- 4 
ceding their final deſtruction. That time, ſays he, 3 
« abounded in all manner of iniquity, ſo that none b 


*« was left unperpetrated. Vea, though a man ſhould | 
« have endeavoured to invent ſome new ſpecies of it, | | 
« yet could he have fallen upon none, that was not 1 
e then in vogue. Thus much for practice Now for i] 
Faith“ It was familiar with them, to make a jeſt of 
« divine things, and to deride, as ſo many ſenſeleſs | 
e tales, and juggling impoſtures, the ſacred oracles od ' 


« of their prophets, though then fulfilling before ; 
* their eyes, and upon themſelves*.” The chair of 1 
the ſcorner, probably, was regularly taken, and por- : 
tions of the Word of God toſſed about upon the 
tongues of prophaneneſs and impurity, as a Sabbath- | 
evening employment, for the diverſion of the rabble. | 
After ſuch an account, we naturally expect to hear | | 
of the event which ſoon followed—The carcaſe was | I 
thrown out, and the eagles flew to their prey. | 


1 Joſeph. de Bell. Jud. Lib. viz. Cap. 8. Edit. Hudſon, 
8 Ibid. Lib. IV, Cap. 6. N 
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FRroM the political fate of a nation, common ſenſe, 

as well as the experience of paſt ages, forbids us to 
augurate favourably, when having been drained. of 
it's treaſures by a long ſeries of expenſive and ruinous 
wars, it is, in conſequence, oppreſſed by an accu- 
mulated and enormous load of debt; the very in- 
tereſt of which is with difficulty diſcharged, by all 
the variety of taxes and impoſts, that ability and in- 
genuity can deviſe: when the body is grown too 
large and extenſive for the head to govern; and the 
diſtant provinces, revolting, occaſion, for the pur- 
poſe of reducing them, a war ſtill more expenſive 
and ruinous than any of the former: when the an- 
tient and avowed enemies of ſuch a country, taking 
advantage of it's ſituation, combine their forces to 
ſupport the rebellion againft it, aiming to extin- 
guiſh it's glory, the ſubject of their admiration, and 
to appropriate it's commerce, the object of their 
envy; while of the ſurrounding nations, ſome ſtand 
unconcerned ſpectators, or perhaps look towards a 
| ſhare of the ſpoil, and others, even it's oldeft friends 
and allies, after having for ſome time ſecretly aſſiſted, 
at length openly join the confederacy : when the war 
becomes one of procraſtination and finance, each en- 
deavouring to exhauſt the reſources of the other, 10 
that the conqueror will probably fall breathleſs on 
the 
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3% up | | 
the body of his antagoniſt : when, inſtead of unity ; 
and unanimity at home, the counſels and operations | 
of a government, in theſe perilous circumſtances, 
are clogged .and impeded by everlaſting conteſts for | 

places of power and u e dee ſo that apprehen- _. | 
fions ariſe, where t ſhould leaſt of all be the ap- ; 
pearance of any grouhd for them, that the public in- | 
tereſt has been facrificed to that of a party : when | 
through the prevalence of licentious tenets, for many 
years with unwearied pains diſſeminated, and now 
producing their proper fruits, in an impatience: of ; 
all law and reſtraint, diſcontents, diviſions, and * 1 
ſearchings of heart abound, ready, at every oppor- 38 


tunity, to break forth into tumult and confuſion ; 
as it happened to the wretched Jeruſalem, that while 
the Roman armies were applying the inftruments of 
deſtruction, in every direction, from without, a fac- | | 
tion of Zealots within ſet fire to the Ow and the 


1 


Pl the 3 particulars ſhall be judged appli- 
cable, in any degree, to ourſelves, and you ſhall be 
of opinion, that the Almighty is indeed thus teach- 
ing Us in the School of Affliction at this time, you 
will deem it neither inexpedient, nor unſeaſonable, 
to conſider | 


* — 8 = ” 1 * 4 — — mn Lat 4 8 r 
Be aong cs Sb . — 2 —— : d i th 


rr 


rer 
— — . 


3 WES III. Tux 


2 * ode. PRs Pe > hp OI "IR XY PA nn. tt th FSI bes. Me. Ll ao a a TY TCP REES 
I MC. Los Ty , 2 l 8 
1 rr er er ot ran — — » * . e * 


( 20 ] 


III. Tur Leſſon deſigned to be _— under” this 
ſevere courſe of diſcipline. 


Taz repreſentation given above has been given, 
not to produce deſpondency, but to rouſe attention; 
not to diſcourage, but only to alarm. If a nation 
lleep, it muſt be awakened. It were cruel, in ſuch 
circumſtances, to be afraid of diſturbing it. Afflic- 
tion will not have wrought the effe& intended, till 
we ſhall awake to Ri6uTEou $NESS, and learn, in 
this our day, the things. which belong to our peace 
and welfare. If the ſenſe of danger be not quick, 
the efforts to eſcape it will be ineffectual. 


THAT it may be eſcaped, we have no reaſon to 
doubt. For though the appointment of a general 
and eternal judgement be abſolute, the time fixed 
for theſe partial and temporal viſitations is always 
conditional. — . Yet forty days, and Niniveh ſhall 
© be overthrown *, „ cried a true Prophet, at the 
command of his God, in the ſtreets of that great 
and wicked city. But, at the voice of the Prophet, 
Niniveh repented, and ſubſiſted more than three times 
forty years afterwards. It is indeed a rule in the 
divine proceedings,“ At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak 


* Jonah 111, 4. 
% concerning 


« concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, 


to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it ; 


& if that nation, againſt whom I have pronounced, 


« turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil 


« that I thought to do unto them.“ By repent- 


ance, through Aith in our Redeemer, we difarm the 


wrath of God, becauſe we ceaſe to be any longer 
the objects againſt which it is levelled. Should we 
continue finally impenitent, like thoſe mentioned by 
Ifaiah in the verſe following the text, who, © when 
ce the arm of Jehovah is lifted up, will not fee,” 
then muſt we be deſtroyed, that other nations, ad- 
moniſhed by our example, may be the more afraid 


to offend. But if we ourſelves take the warning 


which otherwiſe we ſhall give, then will the great 

end of Providence in ſending theſe calamities upon 
us be anſwered. We ſhall be reformed, we ſhall be 
- pardoned, we ſhall be ſpared. We ſhall leave our 


droſs and ſcum behind, and come forth out of the 
fire, __ and burniſhed. 


PHYSICAL Ft by being made the puniſhment 
of moral evil, becomes the cauſe of moral good. 
And, as things are now conſtituted ſince the Fall, 


perhaps there is a very ſmall portion only of moral 


e Jer, xvIII. 7, 8. 


good 
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good among men, which does not owe it's origin to 
this very cauſe. If pleaſure were not followed by 
pain, who would forbear it? If the inconvenience of 
te ſuffering wrong were not greater than the ſatisfac- 
te tion of doing it, when would mankind have ſub- 
«© mitted to the reftraint of laws? Were it not for a 
<« conſciouſneſs of being liable to ſuffer the miſeries 
« we relieve, how would charity. wax cold? And 
© how few would fix their attention upon the future, 
« if they were not diſcontented with the preſent ? 
« Ina world like ours, where our ſenſes affault us, 
and our hearts betray us, we ſhould paſs on from 
crime to crime, heedleſs and remorſeleſs, if miſery 
« did not ftand in our way, and our own pains ad- 
“ monith us of our folly.” Theſe are, in ſubſtance, 
the obſervations of the fame great writer, to whom I 
have before alluded, who is ſo well known, that he 
need not be named. And moſt valuable obſervations 
they are. They reconcile the mind to ſuffering evil, 
and unfold the myſteries of that divine chywiſtry, by 
which good may be extracted from it. I cannot 
forbear reciting from the ſame place the following 
juſt and beautiful deſcription of the whole proceſs of 
this matter in an individual, from youth to age, 
which, in paſing you will be pleaſed to apply, for 


yourſelves, | 


Lo j 


yourſelves, to the caſe of a nation, And may the 
iſſue, with reſpect to our own, be the ſame! 


« In childhood, while our minds are yet unoccu- 
* pied, Religion is impreſſed upon them, and the 
« firſt years of almoſt all who have been well educa- 
< ted, are paſſed in a regular diſcharge of the duties of 
% piety. But as we advance forward into the crowds 
« of life, innumerable delights ſolicit our inclina- 
e tions, and innumerable cares diſtra& our attention. 
« The time of youth is paſſed in noiſy frolics ; 
* manhood is led on from hope to hope, and- from 

project to project. The diſſoluteneſs of pleaſure, 
the inebriation of ſucceſs, the ardour of expecta- 


« tion, and the vehemence of competition, chain 
« down the mind alike to the preſent ſcene ; nor is 


« it remembered how ſoon this miſt of trifles muſt 
ebe ſcattered, and the bubbles which float upon the 
« rivulet of life be loſt ſor ever in the gulph of eter- 


« nity. To this conſideration ſcarce any man is 


« awakened, but by ſome preſſing and reſiſtleſs Evil. 
« The death of thoſe from whom he derived his 


« pleaſures, or to whom he deſtined his poſſeſſions, . 
« ſome diſeaſe which ſhews him the vanity of all 


« external acquiſitions, or the gloom of age which, 
« intercepts his proſpects of long enjoyment, forces 
| f | | him 
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< him to fix his hopes upon another ſtate; and when 
he has contended with the tempeſts of life till his 


e ſtrength fails _ he flies at laſt to the ſhelter of 
1 ** Religion *. N 


LATE therefore though it be, let us yet apply 


our hearts unto wiſdom. Had it been done ſooner, 
it might have been done in a way more agreeable, 
and more to our credit. But let us negle& to do it 


no longer. The inſtruction, which we have failed 
to reap from benefits conferred, let us, however, reap 


from calamities inflicted, and not ſubject ourſelves to 
the reproach uttered formerly by the Apoſtle to his 
Galatians ; ©* Have ye ſuffered ſo many things in 
« yain?—lf it be yet in vain ".” 


II is not the buſineſs of the day to call our go- 


vernors to account, but ourſelves; to cenſure their 


meaſures, but our own. There is enough to correct 


and reform, at home. At leaſt, let us begin there. 
We ſhall have no leiſure, for ſome time, to look 

abroad. When thou art converted, ſtrengthen 
ce thy brethren * :” but be not curious to find fault 


P. 206, | 
Gal. 111. 4. * Luke xII. 32, 


| 15 with 


See the paper in the IDL Ex, entitled, Phy/ical evil moral good. Vol, II. 


E 
with others, and careleſs to amend thyſelf. Enter 
into thy cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut the door, 
let the moſt concerning queſtion be the leading one 
— Lord, is it T7?” 


* 


Mar rns of mere ſcience often terminate, as 
they begin, in ſpeculation. But Righteouſneſs is an 
art, and muſt be acquired, like other arts, by prac- 
tice, by uſe, by habit. Nreſembles a leſſon- ine, 

which is to be learned indęa e book; but no 
man 0 reputed te learned it, tif he can readily X 
take.itfrom in and perform it on the Tiftruux ent. 


Ne that 2 DOETH Righteouſneſs 1 is * os 


"4 


IT confiſteth not folely in going A nN the ſer- {| 


vices of this day; in acts of mourning and humilia- 

tion. They are prepatatives, and excellent ones; 

but they are no more. To what purpoſe confeſſion 
of ſin, if fin be not forſaken? What avail incite- 
ments to converſion, if converſion do not follow 

upon them ? Why ſubmit to medicine, if we intend 

to continue in thoſe irregularities, which firſt cauſed, 
and will ever perpetuate the diſorder ? Alas, it is 
labour loſt —it is an aggravation of our erime — it is 
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Matt. xxvi. 22, 24 John 111. 7. 
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mockery — © it is iniquity — — even THIS ſolemn 
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To conclude — Righteouſneſs is not partial; it is 
not limited to this virtue, or that perſon in a com- 
munity, but extends to all the poſſible duties of all 
men in every ſtation. The chaſtiſements of God (as 
à learned and pious prelate of the laſt century well 
remarks) have a general aim. It is not their de- 

« ſign, that we ſhould quit one ill courſe to purſue 
another; that we ſhould abhor idols, and commit 
« facrilege; fly from ſuperſtition, and run into pro- 
« phaneneſs; cry out of oppreſſion, and bring in con- 
« fuſion ; ſuppreſs Popery, to encourage ſchiſm and 
* and faction? From univerſal reformation we may 
expect univerſal deliverance *.” The effect of soon 
Righteouſneſs will be PACE; to procure the re- 
eſtabliſhment of which among Chriſtian nations, do 
theſe judgements of the Almighty, now in the world, 
addreſs themſelves to it's inhabitants of all ranks, 
ages, and conditions, high and low, rich and pours 
young and old, chergy and mo 


a Iſaiah 1. 1 3. A; | | 
|  » See a Sermon of Biſhop Bxownntc, Vol. 11. p. 172. from whence 
ſome of the ſentiments in this Diſcourſe were taken, 
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Bur chiefly, to you, O ye PRINcxs, do they call, 
404 their voice is to you that are judges of the earth, 
deputed by the ſovereign of the univerſe to rule his 
people in the integrity of your hearts, and guide them 
by the ſkilfulneſs of your hands. View the ſtate of 
Chriſtendom, often becoming, for years together, the 
theatre on which your ſubjects are ſent forth, thou- 
ſands after thouſands, to inflict and ſuffer, in their 
turns, the manifold calamities of war. Tell it not 
in the realms of Hindoſtan ; publiſh it not in the 
ſtreets of Conſtantinople ; make it not known in the 
new diſcovered iſlands of the diſtant ſea ; leſt infidels 
triumph, and ſavages laugh us to ſcorn. Hearken 
what the Lord God ſpeaks concerning you. He 
ſpeaks to you out of the whirlwind, in a very audi- 
ble manner. While you are endeavouring to deſtroy 
each other, the fury of the elements, reſembling the 
laſt convulſions of departing nature, deſolates the 
choiceſt poſſeſſions of you all. In one part of the 
picture appear blood, and fire, and vapour of ſmoke z 
in the other, the heavens are in confuſion, and the 
foundations of the earth ſhake, —If there be any fear 
of God, by whom ye reign ; if there be any conſola- 
tion in Chriſt, by whoſe name ye are called; if there 

be any bowels of love and mercy ; pity the miſeries 


of 
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of poor mankind, and wipe the tear from the eye of 
ſorrow ; agree to let the horrid ſcene be cloſed, and 
reſtore joy and comfort to a lamenting world. Mil- 
lions now on earth ſhall break forth in your praiſe, 
and generations yet unborn ſhall call you blefled. 
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